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fifty or sixty, simply because the machine gun is such a
good piece of mechanism. And again, and finally, the
machine guns are in government hands when a move-
ment breaks out.

The situation was this : whereas originally the masses
had been on a fair, or at least a possible, level of equality
with the authorities simply because of their numbers, now
that factor of numbers was discounted* The advance-
ment of human ingenuity had done it. Human ingenu-
ity, in inventing a thing like a machine gun, puts almost
incalculable power into the hands of a single man, or a
few men, or a small class of men. And this seemed to be
increasingly true as time went on; if a machine gun
can annihilate a crowd coming up a street, a modern
heavy gun can blow a small town to pieces* Conse-
quently, argued the German Socialists, the age of
mechanics cannot be an age of revolutions*

The German Socialists taught themselves to repeat in
season and out of season that " the machine gun had
killed the revolution*" They showed that lack of
imagination which characterises an inferior general when
his enemy springs a new weapon on him* They were
seized with panic, just as the soldier is seized with panic*
It did not strike them that there is a point where even the
power of the machine gun breaks down* The machine
gun, is, after all, a physical weapon, and is subject to
all the limitations which attach to a physical weapon*
It can annihilate a company of men coming up a street;